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Reasons for the Thriving Sino — Japanese Nongovernmental Trade
under the Closed — door Policy in the 17th Century

LI Xiao-yan

Party Committee Office of Yancheng Institute of Technology Jiangsu Yancheng 224003 China

Abstract In the 17th century both China and Japan adopted the closed — door policy. The official trade between the two countries stag-

nated. But the nongovernmental trade was still thriving. This article studies the reasons from three aspects namely the contradiction be-

tween the closed — door policy and the interest of some places the need of the market to meet to development of commodity economy in

South — East China and the encouragement from Eto Shogunate to Chinese merchants.
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