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Investigation and analysis on medicine usage of the elderly in the

rural areas of Fujian Province
Lin Jinjin'?, Huang Wenlong®
(1. College of Pharmacy, Fujian University of Traditional Chinese Medicine, Fuzhou 350108; 2. College of International
Pharmaceutical Business, China Pharmaceutical University, Nanjing 210009, China)

Abstract: Questionnaire of medicine usage was adopted to the elderly in the rural areas of Fujian Province.
The survey results suggested that the phenomenon of drug combination among elders is common and elderly
patients in rural areas have limited knowledge of pharmacists and pharmaceutical care. There were significant
differences for medicine usage in different age, education and income groups. To promote the rational drug use
for the elderly in rural areas, it is suggested to enhance the training of medical staff, the settling of pharmacist
in rural areas, the investing in rural health room, medication attention on elders and to develop drug guidelines
for elderly patients.

Key words: the elderly in rural areas;drug taking behavior; pharmaceutical care ;rational drug use



