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The Gradual Return to Self:

A Tentative Analysis of Self-awareness in 20th Century$ Modernist Literature

WANG Yi-mei
('School of Foreign Languages, Shanghai Institute of Foreign Trade, Shanghai 201620, China)

Abstract : The western modernist literature of the 20th century is the product of the development of human civi-
lization. Each progress in human civilization means its corresponding alienation, but man is striving to seek himself
in the meantime. Such endeavor is displayed as the sense of pursuance in The Old Man and the Sea, the conscious-
ness of sex in Lady Chatterleys Lover, the sense of war in Catch-22, and the sense of solitarity in Metamorphosis and
The Outsider, to name just a few. Man$ return to himself in the light of humanistic spirit is a struggling release from
shackles of dehumanization in the process of nature remaking.

Key words: modernist literature ; civilization ; alienation ; self ; struggle
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Stepping Out of the Icy World :
An Interpretation of Binary Opposition in Atwoods Cats Eye

YOU Lei

( Department of Foreign Languages, Nanjing University of Posts and Telecommunisations, Nanjing 210003, China)

Abstract: The paper, based on the criticism of binary opposition the prevailing thinking rooted in Western
metaphysical tradition, explores the long journey to maturity of the heroine in Cats Eye, a novel by the contempora-
ry Canadian writer Atwood. It traces the process of how she initiates into, internalizes and eventually transcends bi-
nary opposition, from the angles of childrens games, cats eye vision, reminiscence and paintings, and points out
the vital part played by the re-evaluation of difference in dismantling binary opposition.

Key words: Atwood ; Cats Eye;binary opposition



