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Analysis on “Orwell’ s Problem” in Preschool Education
—Based on Michel Foucault’ s Micro—power Theory
MA Chun-qin', LU Zhen-jie’, CHENG Xiu-lan®

(1.North Sichuan College of Preschool School Teacher Education, Guangyuan 628017, China
2.School of Education Shaanxi Normal University, Xi’ an, 710061, China)

Abstract: Chomsky’ s “Orwell’ s problem” is a problem of ubiquitous and invisible power operation. Based on Michel Foucault’ s micro—
power theory, this paper analyzes a hidden power function pattern between teachers and children in the field of preschool education.
Through intentional or unintentional disciplinary means, teachers constrain and control time and space of children, so as to “serve
upward” the kindergarten. The existence of discipline in preschool education is a result of both the social context that infuses education
and the blind obedience of teachers to educational practices, which, if not noticed and checked, will hinder the true implementation of
the “child—centered” philosophy. We can weaken the influence of “Orwell’ s problem” on preschool education and empower children by
improving teacher’ s ability of critical reflection and equal dialogue with children.
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