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Metaphorical Analysis of Mosaic Approach
—Taking Listening to Young Children: The Mosaic Approach as an Example
MAO Le, YAN Chao—yun

(School of Educational Science , Sichuan Normal University, Chengdu 610066, China)

Abstract: Mosaic approach is an important method in child study, metaphor is an important way to recognize and understand the mosa-
ic approach. Metaphor analysis is used to interpret the mosaic approach. There are a total of 41 metaphors in Listening to Young Chil-
dren — The Mosaic Approach. The source domain of these metaphors includes three types: natural things, living things and human be-
haviors and activities, whereas the target domain includes three types: research methods, research materials and research processes.
Metaphor plays the function of nomenclature, cognition and culture in the theory of Clark’s mosaic approach. The essence of “integrat-
ing multiple methods and multiple voices” is unified in the intention of mosaic, thus forming the systematic and reasonable justifica-
tion logic of Clark’s research methodology, and also providing us with the classic justification thinking for today ’s education issues.
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