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Characteristics of Conversational Competence of Mandarin—speaking Children
with Autism in Different Situational Contexts
XUE Weti, LIU Min, LIU Qiao-yun

( Faculty of Education, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062, China )

Abstract: To explore the characteristics of conversational initiation and maintenance of autistic children in different situational contexts.
The conversational skills of autistic children and ordinary children with matching vocabulary ability were compared on a semistructured
conversational assessment. The results showed that, in both role-playing and thematic conversations, autistic children’ s initiation
pattern was the same as that of ordinary children, which was mainly verbal initiation, but the number of it was significantly lower than
that of ordinary children. The maintenance pattern was monotonous and the number of it was significantly lower than that of ordinary
children. The interruption type was mainly showed as unexplained response and no response, and the number of interruption was
affected by situational contexts. The type of non—verbal actions was affected by situational contexts, and the total number of actions was
behind the level.
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