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Whose Play Is It

—An Examination of Children’s Play Based on the Perspective of
Sociology of Knowledge
LI Meng—jie
(School of Education , Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou 730070, China)

Abstract: The sociology of knowledge has developed into the construction paradigm represented by Berg, which extends the scope of
“knowledge” to the reality of daily life and is intrinsically consistent with play as the basic form of children’s daily activities. It can be
seen from its “dismantling” of children’s play life that as a fact of daily life, play has both confirmation and intentionality. In the pro-
cess of constructing “play reality”, the institutionalized life of kindergarten provides the background of meaning, and language acts as
an intermediary to promote the specific process of meaning construction. Children’s play is being constructed as a kind of “double—sid-
ed” image, which produces “imbalance” in temporal and spatial composition compared with educational play prescribed by adult.
Therefore, educators are required to take a dialectical view of the relationship between children and play, between play and educa-
tion, and to develop a view of life play and life education.
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