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A Case Study on the Improvement of Kindergarten

Teachers’ Practical Wisdom Based on “Learning Stories”
ZHANG Ya-ni

(Department of Preschool Education , Shaanxi Xuegian Normal University , Xi’an, Shaanxi 710100, China)
Abstract: Practical wisdom is the core and scale of teachers professional development. In the context of "learning story" action
research, the paper approaches the generation and representation of preschool teachers’ practical wisdom by case study. The
study finds that similarities and dissimilarities exist in different kindergarten teachers’ practical wisdom. Three samples involved
in the case study share three similar characteristics; 1) They are all of growth mindset and have professional ideals and
development plans as well as noble ethics, who are beloved and accepted by both children and parents; 2) They are able to
provide children with well — prepared environment, proper support and response to meet children’s development needs and
satisfy their interests in accordance with children’ s psychological characteristics, cognition and development demands,
meanwhile they are able to train, enrich and improve themselves in the study; 3) They have healthy personality and calm mood
and enjoy their own professional lives. While they are of different types of practical wisdom: Zhu Hong,a bachelor majoring in
preschool education,is a teacher of enthusiastic type belonging to Red Character; Huang Min,a bachelor majoring in preschool
education, is a teacher of rational type who is good at providing children with broader imaginative space belonging to Yellow
Character; Lan Jin,a bachelor majoring in English,is a teacher of creative type belonging to Blue Character.
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