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The Research about the Coup in Shenlong and
the Political Situation of Emperor Zhongzong Period
WANG Lan-lan

(Institute for Chang’an History and Culture Studies , X1’ an University of Arts and Science , Xi’an 710065 ,China)
Abstract: “The coup in Shenlong”is a joint action planned by Xian Li, Dan Li and Princess Taiping, aiming to overturn Zhou
Dynasty and rebuilt Tang Dynasty. It leads to constantly conflict and fights in Emperor Zhongzong period. On the one hand,
Emperor Zhongzong of Tang established powerful groups, which lead Sansi Wu and Queen Wei’s grabbing the power. On the
other hand, the contradiction between Emperor Zhongzong and Dan Li along with Princess Taiping appeared, which can be
inferred from several events, such as the demotion of the five marquises, “the Jinglong coup” started by Prince Chongjun Li,the
change of Waner Shangguan’s political attitude, and so on. The leftover problems of “The coup in Shenlong” influenced not
only Emperor Zhongzong period, but also Emperor Ruizong period, which hasn’t been solved until Emperor Xuanzong was
enthroned. From then on, the power was held solely by Emperor Xuanzong, and the prolonged conflict to seize the central
power came to an end.
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