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Representation of Childish Delight —The
Quintessence of Translation of Nursery Rhyme
SHI Chun-rang

(Research Centre of European and American Literature, Xi’an International Studies University, Xi’an 710061, China)
Abstract: Childish delight is the essence of nursery rhyme, representation of which is necessary for the translation of nursery
rhyme. To attain this aim. techniques and skills should be applied in translation process. Efforts should be made from 5
perspectives to transfer childish delight between two languages. Translators should choose simple and easy words to highlight
childish delight in the source text, use brief sentence patterns in expression to accurately exhibit childish delight, make vivid
rhyme to convey childish delighting quality, create lively rhythms to present musicality of childish delight and create fluent
discourse to display childish delight with.
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One, Two, Three, Four, Five

One, Two, Three, Four, Five,

Once 1 caught a fish alive.

Six, Seven, Eight, Nine, Ten,

But I let it go again.

Why did you let it go?

Because it bit my finger so.

Which finger did it bit?

The little one upon the right.
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Donkey Donkey I beg you

Donkey Donkey 1 beg you

Please don't sing heehaw

1 shall feed you I shall feed you

Please don't sing heehaw heehaw

Heehaw heehaw heehaw Why you sing so loud

1 shall feed you I shall feed you

Please don't sing heehaw
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