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The Criminal Regulations of Germline Editing Technology

ZHAN Hongxing, YE Mengyan
( School of Law, Central South University, Changsha 410083, China )

Abstract: The occurence of gene-edited baby case shows the necessity of regulating the misuse of germline
editing technology through the intervention of criminal law.The human clinical application of germline editing
technology includes three risks: safety risk, social management disorder risk and ethical risk. In the face of these
risks, the criminal law should prohibit the clinical application of human germline editing that infringes on personal
life and health, selectively regulate the application of human germline editing that endangers the order of social
management, and respond cautiously to the ethical issues involved in germline gene editing technology. In order
to cope with the challenges brought by gene editing technology, the criminal law should, while taking into account
the modest and restraining nature, design related crimes to crack down on criminal acts.
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