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Children’s Enlightenment Classics from the Perspective of Ethics

LI Jin-gang
(The Department of Preschool Education of Yuncheng Preschool Education College, Yuncheng 044000, China)

Abstract: Childhood is an important period on the construction of moral personality. As for traditional Chinese children’ s
enlightenment classics, they are not only children’s literacy books, but also a series of classical textbooks with rich moral
knowledge and specific moral norms. The ethical ideological basis of children’s enlightenment classics, mainly, includes the
concept of heaven, the patriarchal system, the idea of self-cultivation and family management, the doctrine of the mean, the
concept of moral obligation, utilitarianism and conservatism, and the idea of inferiority between men and women. And its main
moral categories include good and evil, sincerity and faith, courtesy and comity, benevolence and justice, etc.. By turning
ignorance into civilization, and by clarifying chaos into clearness, children’s enlightenment classics are of great significance in
cultivating children’s moral feelings and moral will, and in forming their moral character. We have to admit that children’s
enlightenment classics have their limitations. however, they live on. With the development of society, they will continue to
grow and produce new classics.
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