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Rural Vitalization and Farmers’ Subjectivity from
the Perspective of Historical Materialism

ZHANG Huipeng

Abstract To uphold the dominant position of the farmers and give full play to their principal role is a bas-
ic principle that must be adhered to in implementing the rural vitalization strategy. The basic principle of
historical materialism and the historical experience of the Communist Party of China show that the farmers
must organize themselves under the guidance of scientific theories and the leadership of advanced classes to
strive for common interests if they want to become the subject of creating history. In current, the lack of
farmers’ subjectivity in rural vitalization cannot be simply attributed to the quality of farmers themselves or
the ability of cadres to mobilize and organize the masses, but should be understood in combination with the
differentiation of rural and peasants brought about by the change of mode of production. On the one hand,
marketization promotes the deepening of the division of labor and the socialization of production, promoting
the productive forces, but it also brings the differentiation and disorganization of farmers, and individual
small farmers are difficult to become the main body of the modern industry. On the other hand, China is
still in the process of industrialization and urbanization, and the main interests of farmers are in cities rather
than in rural areas, which makes farmers less enthusiastic about participating in rural affairs. To promote
rural vitalization with farmers as the main body in the new era, we must face the objective fact of rural dif-
ferentiation and rural differentiation, and distinguish which farmers are the main body of rural society and
what their common interests are. Only by respecting the will of the masses and conforming to objective laws
can it be possible to mobilize and organize farmers and fight for rural vitalization.

Keywords Historical materialism; Farmers organization; Subjectivity; Rural vitalization



