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Abstract: College English Syllabus definitely pointsout that college English teaching aim s at
training students to acquire a certain ability to read, listen, gpeak, write and translate, thus en-
ables then to communicate in English W hen communication happens betw een peop lew ith differ-
ent cultural backgrounds, their own gecial cultural backgrounds are inevitably reflected in the

connotation and denotation of language

It’ s really essential to introduce cultural know ledge in o-

ral English teaching T he introduction supplements and enrichesoral English teaching, and helps
students develop communicative competence 0 as to realize proper and accurate communication
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Culture refers to life style of people including
w hat they think, what they do and w hat they pro-
duce L anguage and culture are interdependent and
integrated L anguage is the basis of culture and
one of cultural carriers and expressions In con-
trast, culture is the content of language and deter-
mines language A nd language is rooted in gecific
cultural backgrounds To acertain degree, linguis-
tic structures and the use of language are deter-
mined by culture For instance, vocabulary, gran-
mar and rhetorical devices in Chinese are closely
It" s true of English
Cultural evidencemay also be found in English

Each nation has its own distinctive culture
which is fomed from the differences in history,
nature, politics, economy, religion, geological cir-
cun stance and 0 on Cultural differences deter-
mine linguistic differences such as in syntax, mor-

related to Chinese culture

phology, context and samanticsW hen communica-
tion happens betw een
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people with different cultural backgrounds, their
own ecial cultural backgrounds are inevitably re-
flected in the connotation and denotation of lan-

guage

Cultural D ifferences are Ref lected
in L anguage

W ith regard to vocab ulary, there are a great
num ber of wordsw hose rich cultural connotations
are quite difficult for foreign language learners to
understand, let alone their denotations For exam-
ple, theword” milk” refersto hotmilk in Chinese
because Chinese are used to drinking hot milk, but
itmeans coldmilk in English Theword® kitchen”
ran inds Chinese people of a gnall room in which
cooking is done w hereas in America it suggests a
picture of aplace in which fanilies chat, do cook-
ing or havemeals

This linguistic phenomenon is als reflected in
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the words expressive of color, animal and plant

These words have different symbolic meanings in
different social cultures “ Black” symbolizes evil,
sham and error in Chinese, w hereas it alo symbol-
izesw isdom, thrifty and loyalty in English “ Red”
is the symbol of good fortune in Chinese, and
“ blue” hasthe sanemeaning in English “ M agpie”
signifies a forthcoming happy event in Chinese
w hile it refers to a type of noisy bird with black
and w hite feathers and suggestsapersonw ho talks
alot in English “ Dragon” is the enblen of enper-
or and holiness in Chinese, but evil in English

The" old dragon” becomes the symbol of devil

Cultural D ifferences Have an
Important Influence on the
Canmun icativeM ode of L anguage

Americans and Englishmen greet each other
by talking about w eather. But Chinese prefer such
greetings as“ W here are you going? ” and“ Have
you eaten your meal? ".

Americans, like Chinese, ask about where
youwork, how many children you have, and how
large your house is But there are some subjects
that are avoided unless you have a very close rela-
tionship with the other peron They are consid-
ered too personal and therefore too mpolite to ask
These subjects include the person’ s age, and al-
most anything that concerns the question of mon-
ey. It seamsvery rude to an American to be asked
how much he earns at work, and even parents of-
ten do not know how much money their children
have

D ifferent attitudes tow ards age in Chinese and
English give rise to different polite greetings Old
men are repected in China, 2 it’ spolite to say

Give up your seat to theoldman ” But it’ s mpo-
lite to say 9 in English-peaking ocountries, be-
cause theword’ old” usually meansno use and lag-
ging behind the development of sciety.

In oral English, commendation performs in-
terpersonal function, which is in such a freguent

andw ide use that it has becom e one of polite greet-

ings People in English- speaking countries, egpe-
cially Americans, usually accept commendation
w ith pleasure, and regpond by saying* Thank you

". But Chinese are used to saying” No ", “ It' s
nothing It’ s bad ” , which is considered by
Americans as mpolite Being too modest can cer-
tainly causem isunderstanding and unhappiness be-
tween gpeakers Therefore, the absenceof cultural
background know ledge is bound to hinder commu-

nication

Im por tance of Cultural Factor s
in English Teaching

Over the past 500 years, English teaching

methods have mainly undergone six developing

stages translation method, direct method, audio-

lingual method, contextual method,

method and functional-notional approach Each

cognitive

teaching method is the product of gecific historic
background and linguistic theory. The birth of
each method makes English teaching methodology
further mproved They are gecifically representa-
tive of the continuous progress and civilization of
human ociety.

The first method mainly adopts deduction to
impart granmatical rules to students and then ap-
plies then to practical translation The second is
alo called reduction, by which a foreign language
is directly instructed and practiced w ithout transla-
tion and grammatical analysis T he third was pro-
ducedw ith the development of American structural
linguistics and behaviorisn psychology. Bloom-
field, a representative of American structural lin-
guistics, introduced the theory of stimulation and
reponse, which has a great influence on the birth
of themethod Themethod takespattern drill asa
process in which a series of stimulation and re-
gonse thus happen It enphasizes language form s
w ith ignorance of actual meaning T he fourth was
deeply affected by Firth, a representative of L on-
don School Firth studied language development in
tem s of anthropology and sociology, who thought

language and contextw ere related In this stage, a
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brief dialogue ismade in a ecific context of situa-
tion The fifth tries to train the intelligent ability
of students The representatives advanced three
stages cognition, practice and application, who
thought practice and app lication must be perform ed
on the basis of cognition The sixth garang up in
the 1970s or the 1980s, which had absorbed the
advantages of samantics, geech-act theory, oci-
ology, anthropology and psychological linguistics
for the purpose of developing and enhancing stu-
dents’ communicative competence It lays an en-
phasis on language forms and functions, fluency
and accuracy of language expression, authority of
textbook, communication of teaching and learning,
and requirenentsof students

From above it can be seen that the cultural
factors have been gradually valued since the adop-
tion of the contextual method and become more
and more mportant in FL T.

It’ s really essential to introduce cultural
know ledge in oral English teaching T he introduc-
tion supplaments and enriches oral English teach-
ing, and helps students develop communicative
competence 0 as to realize proper and accurate
communication

Cultural know ledge is rich asw ell as complex.
Now theproblean arises how cultural know ledge is
introduced in oral English teaching | think that
the teacher plays a leading role, and he should
guide the students to understand cultural differ-
ences between the eastern and the western and
gragp vme essential communicative codes

(1) An outline introduction to Britain and
Amer ica

I recommended students some books about
w estern culture, which helped then have a sys
tematic know ledge of and a panoramic mpression
onw estern culture Some lecturesw ere al deliv-
ered to students in order to deepen their under-
standing of w estern culture

(2) Camparative analysis

Comparion makes analysis perfect A com-

parion of the American and British culture w ith
the Chinese culture makes the differences lucid to

students It helps students gradually develop the

sensibility of culture in the cross- cultural commu-
nication T he eastern and thew estern have differ-
ent value systam s for their own culture The Chi-
nese are fanous for their modesty and comity,
w hich are traditionally used to evaluate a person’ s
moral character and outlook on life and theworld
Young men grow up under the influence of the tra-
ditional value systam. In contrast, thew esterners
praise individualisn highly and take individual suc-
cess as a criterion for evaluating the value of life
If they are unaw are of cultural differences, there'll
be probably conflicts in the mutual-communication
between the eastern and the western people
Therefore, it’ s very important to know cultural
differences Since | found that a general compari-
N oould not impress then deeply, | accepted
ome teachers suggestion that comparison should
be integrated w ith exercises such as role play and
situational dialogues- studentsgreeted each other,
made commendation or expressed acknow ledge-
ment acocording to English customs and then per-
formed it again in temm s of the Chinese custom s
Then I made a summary and pointed out the cul-
tural differences 9 that students could have a deep
mpression on the differences and gragp commu-
nicative codesmore and more accurately.

(3) story telling

| encouraged students to collect some materi-
als about misunderstanding or
caused by cultural differences and retell them in
class, which not only made students know some
cultural differences but also stimulated students’
interest in study and gave them a chance to practice
their oral English

(4) Giving full play to foreign teachers role

A n evening party was arranged on the eve of
Christmas last year W hen studentsw ere singing
and dancing, a Santa Claus suddenly appeared,
with giftson his back He attracted students’ at-
tention at once Then Santa Clausplayed by a for-
eign teacher began an introduction to Christmas
Students learned the origin of Christmas and how
the w estern people celebrated it in a relaxing and
happy atmoghere

@nbarrassnent



93

1 Wei Yu: Instilling Cultural Know ledge Into Student’ sM ind in Oral English Class
[1] , . M ] , 1998
[2] . M1 ,1990
[3] , . M ] , 1996
710054)

: 1009—9107 (2002) 01—0090—04

: C936 A
2001
2001’
2001 11 28 12 1
150 200
, 111
: ( )

59



