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Rousseau’s Moral Education Thought: Core Content,
Value Implication and Realistic Enlightenment .

From the Perspective of School Moral Education in China
Wang Chen
(School of Marxism, Anhui Normal University, Wuhu 241002, China)

Abstract: Rousseau’s profound moral education thought, based on naturalism, has “natural per-
son” and “moral citizen” as its goal, divides citizen education into two stages of natural education and
moral education, and advocates “natural” and “practice education” of moral education methods, which
shows deep thinking of moral education. A dialectical view of Rousseau’s moral education thought and
a clear understanding of its value implication will help to establish the concept of “people-oriented” in
school moral education in China, while maintaining the natural nature of students’ growth and carry
forward the socialist moral values. To absorb the essence of Rousseau’s moral education thought is of
great enlightenment to the moral education of our country, which is to set up the student-oriented ide-
a, to promote the development of practical education, to follow the law of the development of
students’ body and mind, and to give play to the role of teachers in teaching by example.

Key words: Rousseau; moral education thought; school moral education



