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The Study of A PragmaticM odel for Relevance-Adaptation Theory

BU Jiemin
(Foreign L anguagesD epariment, Changzhou | nstitute of T echnology, Changzhou, Jiangsu 213002, China)

Abstract: Relevance theory considers communication as an ostensive-inferential process in w hich cognitive
oontext provides ameans for pragmatic inference The pragnatic inference is based on the principles of rele-
vance and the presumptionsof optimal relevance A daptation Theory regards language use as a processof choice
and adaptation, w hich is reflected in the four apects (1) contextual correlatesof adaptability, (2) structural ob-
jects of adaptability, (3)dynam icsof adgptability, (4) salience of adaptation process A dopting the principles of
relevance and the presumptionsof optimal relevance as the basisof adgptability, thispaper attenpts to provide a
theoretical model for Relevance-A daptation Theory, w hich makes the adgptation of linguistic context and com-
munication context possible The nav model achieves adequacy in temm sof description and exp lanation that Rel-
evance Theory and A dgptation Theory is short of regectively.
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