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How Digital Technology Is Changing Rural China:
A Survey from 10 Villages in 5 Provinces

YIN Yao LIU Jingyu

Abstract Digital technology provides new means and tools for achieving high-quality rural revitalization.
Based on a survey from ten villages in five provinces, this study presents an overview of the digital tech-
nology-embedded rural society and how digital technology is shaping it in the context of rural revitalization
from the perspectives of farmers and from the in-side of the villages. This study finds that in the embed-
ding process, the architecture and technological foundation for village development has been consolidated
with hardware and software digital infrastructures, which facilitates the applications widely in various sce-
narios in the village and draws the overall picture of digital village construction, resulting in significant
structural changes in the rural society along with the interaction between digital technology and the rural
villages. The social order and ecology of the rural society at different levels, including the daily life of
farmers, the class structure, as well as the rural industries, governance, and publicity. This study points
out that, standing on the point of technological change, actors’ empowerment and the villages’ positions,
researches, policies and actions of village digitalization should realize adapted and integrated development
between digital technology and the rural society while respecting village autonomy and maintaining rurali-
ty.

Keywords Digital technology; Digital village; Rural revitalization; Rurality



