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Normal Operation of the Water-scarce Society
—The Perspective of Chinese Folk Religious Ceremony

CHANG Qiaosu CHEN Ajiang

Abstract How can society function normally in water-deficient areas? Through field surveys in the south-
ern Taihang Mountains, combined with folklore and temple inscriptions, this article explores the construc-
tion process of the normal operation of society under drought and water shortage conditions. In situations
where conventional methods are not effective, folk religion has become an important strategy for resolving
the social crisis caused by the lack of water. Praying for rain rituals calms social emotions, rekindles
hope, and stabilizes social mentality. Through the rain prayer ceremony, the drought is attributed to hu-
man fault, and the secular social ethics is re-emphasized, so that human behavior can return to the normal
track. In the water competition ceremony, the imagination of gods’ impartiality and powerful mysterious
power is used to realize the legal distribution of scarce water resources and stabilize the order of water use.
With the help of folk religious ceremonies, construct the cognition of a water-scarce society, regulate
people’s social behavior, and maintain the normal operation of society.

Keywords Drought; Water shortage society; Rain prayer ceremony; Social construction; Normalization



