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Abstract: In bilingual co-reading of English picture books, parents play the role of mediators.Co—reading activities not only provide
rich bilingual input and cognitive mediation, but also promote the development of social and emotional abilities. This paper investigates
the current situation of co—reading of English picture books in urban families and parents’ intervention in children’ s social-emotional
learning (SEL) from the perspective of the core concepts in Sociocultural Theory. The study notices that although the co—reading of
English picture books has become common, there still exists regional differences between the East and the West China. Moreover, all
families have awareness of improving children's Interpersonal Relationship Management through bilingual co—reading for the five di-
mensions of SEL. But the intervention on the other four dimensions have significant differences due to the family’ s economic level and
mother's educational background, which especially has greatest impact on children’s Responsible Decision—making. The study also no—

tices that neither the mother's English proficiency (CET4 or 6) nor the number of children in the family had significant impact on the
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SEL intervention. Meanwhile, the authors of this paper hope that the government, schools, communities and kindergartens can pay

close attention to the development of SEL among children, especially whose families from low socioeconomic status, and hope that re—

searchers continue to SEL interaction and intervention strategies based on English picture book co-reading.
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