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Form and Meaning: Game Spirit in Children’s Literature
ZHAO Yang-mei', ZHANG Jie’
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Abstract: The “game spirit”in children’s literature mainly refers to the spirit that is reflected in the text of
children’s works and conveyed through character games, which conforms to children’s psychological needs and
aesthetic purport, and realizes children’ s inner desire. Zhou Zuoren thinks that game spirit of children’ s
literature is “the spirit offantasy”, “the spirit of pleasure” and “the spirit of freedom”. The game spirit of
children’s literature has three characteristics of pleasure, fantasy and freedom. The main forms of “game spirit”
in children’s literature are as follows: to highlight the game spirit through the shaping of characters such as
“naughty boy”, “little adult” and “villain”; to highlight the game spirit through clumsiness and cleverness,
playfulness and noise, virtual and reality contained in the story; to highlight the absurd beauty through language
exaggeration, reverse thinking through language reversal, and surprise through sudden language change, which
highlights the spirit of game. The significance of game spirit for the creation of children’s literature lies in that
game spirit is the basic attribute and connotation of children’s literature, and the development of children’s
literature in the new media era needs to continue the game spirit. Therefore, game spirit is an important basis
and criterion for the creation of children’s literature.
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