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The Actual Division and Information Structure of

Discourse in Japanese Education

CHEN Bai-Hai
(School of Eastern Studies , Heilongjiang University , Harbin 150080, China)
Abstract: The information structure is the actual division of sentences, and it has a natural and inseparable relationship with
Japanese discourse. By analyzing information structure of Japanese discourse, this article reveals that the criteria about actual
division of Japanese sentences are as follows: the information is known or unknown to the reader or hearer; the information
appears or not appears in the contexts of speaker; the state of information is activated or not; the information is presupposed or
asserted. Meanwhile, the application of the actual division in the education of Japanese discourse is also discussed.
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