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The Taoistic Theory of the Edo Period in Japan with the Clue of Works

WANG Wan-xia
(Hunan University of Sciences and Engineering ,Yongzhou, 425199, China)

Abstract: The Neo-Confucianism spread to Japan at Kamakura, it becomes the official doctrine of the Edo period through
Buddhist’s study in Muromachi. Meanwhile, the Taoist turned into a tool of the Confucianism ascend. As a result of this, Lin Xiyi’s
work Laotzu Yanzhai Kouyi, Lietzy Yanzhai Kouyi, Chuangtzu Yanzhai Kouyi have become the most popular version of every kinds of
the notepad to the Laotu, the Lieztzu and the Chuangtzu. The reason of the Taoist popularity first of all is the downfall of the Buddhism.
Secondly, the development of the Confucianism provided a good chance. Thirdly, the current of the three religions merged into one,
which offered a condition. At the same time, there are some hermeneutics, psychology, mass-communication reasons. The scholars of
Edo is condone and happy to choose something of Taoism they can use, but they do not believe Taoism truly. The Taoism did not have a
reign in Japan, but it impetus the thought development in Edo period.

Key words: the Edo peroid in Japan; Taoistic; Laotzu; Chuangtzy; Lin Xiyi



